Japanese Writing for Kata names

(as used in Tani-ha Shito-ryu Karate-do Kofukan International)

Karate katas have been handed down from person to person and there is no
document or record of origin or proper name for the majority of katas (most

katas originated in China).

When Okinawan masters came to mainland Japan, they tried to make sense for
Japanese people by using some Kaniji (Chinese characters) of the same or
similar pronunciation or creating new Japanese names.

So, these Kanji names are new creations and most of them are not the real
names of origin. | understand the curiosity of people, but attempts to make a
correlation between the meaning of a Kanji name and the content of the kata

is nonsensical in most cases.

Some people say that the correct way to write kata names is using Katakana
(Japanese phonetic writing for foreign words).

Firstly, | list the katas which | know are the correct Kanji names:

Shiho Sanshiki (EA=R)
Roppo Hijiate (7NER )
Pin'an (%)
Shodan (FIER)
Nidan (:E’xb / _E,E,Erxb) *|eft is modern writing and right is old writing
Sandan (E,Erxl' / %Erxb) *|eft is modern writing and right is old writing
Yondan (FHER)
Godan (EEIXL / 1£Erxl') *|eft is modern writing and right is old writing
Sanchin (= ER)
Tensho (Bx%)
Gekisai (1)
Ichi (— / '%:') *left is modern writing and right is old writing
Ni (: / _E_E) *|eft is modern writing and right is old writing
Juroku / Seiru (+7%)
Matsukaze (2R
Aovyagi / Seiryu (FH
Myojo (BAE)
Kosokun / Kusanku (A1RE)
Dai (K)
Sho (7]v)
Shiho (F877)

Chatan'yara

(EBER)




Useishi / Gojushiho

(E+mF)

Seisan (+=)
Seipai (+/\)
Sanseiru (=17X)
Suparinpai GEEIN
Niseishi (=)
Unshu E£F)
Hakucho / Haffa (B5)
Nipapo (Z+/\)
Papuren (J\FE)

All other kata names are of unknown origin so those kanji names are new
creations. | write the katakana first, then the kanji used in Tani-ha Shito-ryu

Kofukan:
Naihanchin (FANDTF 2 | RBE)
Bassai (/N A JIRE
Dai (X)
Sho (/v
Tomari (;8)
Matsumura (F2%F)
Jitte (vT/TF)
Jiin (A4 2] &R
Jion (A [ #EA)
Wanshu (T /BiFE)
Chinto (Fv k—/ER)
Chintei (FoT4 /8EFE)
Saifa (U1 77 | &)
Seienchin (A TVF >/ E=EE)
Shissochin (yY—F >/ EfiitEE)
Kururunfa (Z2IVIL2 T 7— | KREW)
Wankan (TAhY)
Rohai (B—/\A /| Bh&)
Koshiki (=)
Annanko (7 o+ >va—/ ZEiE)
Shinpa (D 2N\— | BHE)




